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MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

FROM THE PASTOR

Dear friends in Christ:

In early January, the worship planning team gathered 
to plan for the season of Lent.  Lent is a season of 
forty days, not counting Sundays, which begins on 
Ash Wednesday (this year, March 6) and ends on Holy 
Saturday (this year, April 20).  The forty days represent 
the time Jesus spent in the wilderness, enduring 
temptation and preparing to begin his ministry.

Just before his temptation in the wilderness, Jesus 
was baptized in the Jordan River and heard God’s 
affi rmation, “You are my beloved on whom my favor 
rests.”  That is the foundational experience of Jesus: 
He is reminded in a deep way of who he is.  The 
temptations in the desert are temptations to move 
him away from that identity.  He’s tempted to believe 
he is someone else: You are the one who can turn 
stone into bread.  You are the one who can jump 
from the temple.  You are the one who can make 
others bow to your power.  Jesus says, “No.  I am the 
Beloved from God.”  His whole life, from this point 
on, is claiming that identity in the midst of everything.  
There are times in which he is praised, times  when 
he is despised or rejected, but he stays true to his 
identity as the beloved child of God. 

Lent is the time when we are invited to refl ect on 
our own identities, our primary identities, as God’s 
beloved children.  Refl ection, contemplation, prayer, 
deep soul-searching (that's what “spirituality”really 
is) these are all ways to refl ect on our identity as 
God’s beloveds. For some, and most traditionally, it 
is a time of repentance or fasting.  If you think those 
might help you recover and claim your identity as 
God’s beloved, then by all means, try them.  For 
Presbyterians, however, Lent is not a time of self-
denial for its own sake, and certainly not a time of 
shame and suffering “because it’s good for you,” like 

Dahr Jamail, Author

February 2nd, 2019
7:30-9pm

See page 3 for details
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Godly Play
Godly Play is in full swing, and this month we are learn-
ing more about the Parables of the Good Shepherd 
and the Good Samaritan. Godly Play provides learn-
ers of all ages wherever they are to engage the sto-
ries of the Bible in new ways. As a Montessori-styled 
classroom, children are encouraged to interact with 
each week’s story in whatever ways draw them closer 
to God. Soon, you’ll see some of our young ones’ re-
sponses to the stories hung up in the Sanctuary near 
the family pew.

We are still looking for volunteers for our “Second 
Presence” in the Godly Play classroom. We wel-
come learners of all ages to engage with the sacred 
stories, so join us! If you are interested in helping 
in our Godly Play classroom, please email Patrick at 
poconnor@students.sfts.edu for more information!

2 of the 3 kings, with their "Uber driver" at the Family  Christmas 
Eve Service.

Valentine Tea on February 9th, at 2:00pm
Our annual Valentine Tea will be on Saturday, 
February 9th  at 2:00pm in the Fireside Room.  
Everyone is welcome at this English tea. We will en-
joy delicious food, teas and fellowship. Please mark 
your calendars and plan to join us for fun and fel-
lowship. There is no cost for the tea, but we ask that 
you bring a donation for the Marin Food Bank Barrel.  
Watch the bulletin for signups or call Martha Spears 
at (415) 342-2578, to let us know you are coming.

OLDER ADULTS

FAMILY MINISTRIES

Flower Guild
Flowers are a welcome presence in our worship ser-
vices, appreciated by the congregation, and recipi-
ents of small vases of fl owers, following the services. 
Their beauty, uniqueness and color are a delight to 
the eye, and solace for the soul. Deacons deliver vas-
es to members unable to attend church.

If you would like to contribute to this ministry, there 
are two ways you may be involved:
• Request fl owers to celebrate or remember a per-

son or event. Check dates on the Flower Guild’s 
chart in the narthex; fi ll in a Flower Request Form, 
and put it and a check for $60 in an envelope, and 
place it in the offering plate or the Church Offi ce.  
Maureen Kalbus will contact you to confi rm the 
request, and discuss colors, types of fl owers and 
wording for the bulletin.                                                                                                                                     

• Volunteer as a Flower Guild member, to buy and 
arrange fl owers on a designated Sunday. For 
those interested in creating an arrangement, a 
workshop will be held in the spring, during which 
Maureen Kalbus will give an overview of how the 
Flower Guild operates, and Inger Hewitt will lead 
in sharing the art of fl ower arranging.             

Your support, in any way, will be appreciated.
For further information, contact, Maureen Kalbus: 
maureenkalbus@comcast .net or (415) 444-0302.                                                                                                                    
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THEATRE OUTINGS

Sunday February 17th, 2:00pm “Deathtrap”
Join Theatregoers for Ross Valley Players’ production 
of Ira Levin’s “Deathtrap” at 2:00pm in “The Barn 
Theatre” at the Marin Art and Garden Center, Ross. 

One of the popular successes in Broadway history, 
this ingeniously constructed play offers a rare and 
skillful blending of two priceless ingredients: gasp-
inducing thrills and spontaneous laughter! 

Directed by Chloe Bronzan. Tickets $27 or $22 for 
groups of 12 or more. Please let Maureen Kalbus 
know by February 12th  if you are interested in this 
theatre outing: email maureenkalbus@comcast.net, 
or phone (415) 444-0302.

HIGH NOTES

...from the Choir
With 2019 now underway, 
the Chancel Choir’s New 
Year’s Resolution is to fortify 
our ranks and build a larger 
choir! We would love to have 
more singers— like YOU! We 

rehearse on Thursdays, from 7:30 – 9pm for the fol-
lowing Sunday. Contact Linda Price 415-272-3461 
or lgprice57@gmail.com — or speak to any choir 
member if you want more info, a pep talk, etc. We 
welcome all skill levels and any of your friends— all 
God’s children have a place in the choir!

Also in the New Year, the choir will not sing on Family 
Sundays (the 3rd Sunday of the month), but there will 
still be music. If you have an informal song in your 
heart, or would otherwise like to lead a song on Fam-
ily Sundays, please let Pastor Joanne Whitt know—
she may suggest music to compliment her sermon 
— she certainly appreciates your offer to participate.  

We had some lovely music over the holidays. The 
Magnum Mysterium concert, the trios and duets, 
guest musicians,  Virginia's flute, the Lady of the 
Bells (aka Carol Smith)...thanks to all who enhance 
our worship. 

Dahr Jamail, Author of “The End of Ice”
in conversation with Peter B. Collins
Saturday, February 2nd, 7:30pm to 9:00pm
Dahr Jamail, award-winning journalist and mountain-
eer, will speak about his new book, "The End of Ice", 
a fi rsthand chronicle of the catastrophic impact of cli-
mate change to our planet’s wild and fragile places.

After nearly a decade overseas as a war reporter, 
Dahr Jamail returned to America to renew his pas-
sion for mountaineering, only to fi nd that the slopes 
he had once climbed have been irrevocably changed 
by climate disruption. In response, Jamail embarks 
on a journey to the geographical front lines of this 
crisis—from Alaska to Australia’s Great Barrier Reef, 
via the Amazon rainforest—in order to discover the 
consequences to nature and to humans of the loss 
of ice.

About
Dahr Jamail, a Truthout staff reporter, is the author 
of Beyond the Green Zone: Dispatches from an 
Unembedded Journalist in Occupied Iraq. Jamail 
has reported from the Middle East over the last ten 
years, and he has won the Martha Gellhorn Prize for 
Journalism. He lives in Washington State.

Peter B. Collins is a syndicated talk show based at 
KRXA in Monterey, California and via listener-sup-
ported podcasts.
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WORSHIP

Ash Wednesday: A Poll
Wednesday morning, or Wednesday evening?  
When would you prefer to attend an Ash Wednesday 
service?

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday*.  Ash Wednesday 
is like a wake-up call.  We have forty precious days to 
open ourselves up to God, to examine ourselves in 
the presence of one who created us, knows us, and 
loves us.  We have forty days to face ourselves, and 
learn to not be afraid of God’s loving transformation.    

Some people may associate the imposition of 
ashes— a mark of the cross in oil and ash on the 
forehead— with other, non-Reformed Christian 
traditions (specifi cally, with Roman Catholicism).  But 
this tradition is ancient, dating from the very early 
church before the divisions and denominations we 
take for granted now.  It is a very physical, embodied 
gesture of prayer and repentance to begin the 
Lenten season.  It is not intended for a show of piety, 
shame or guilt.  We use ashes as a sign of God’s 
grace, who in Christ allows and by the Spirit enables 
us to turn again to be disciples.  In the imposition of 
ashes, we pray with and for one another, and we call 
one another to remember our baptism.

Last year, our Ash Wednesday service was held in the 
morning, from 7:30 to 9:30 a.m.  The assumption was 
that worshipers would come and go as they desired, 
and few if any people stayed for the entire two hours. 
People could stop by on their way to work, after 
dropping off the kids, on their way to class, etc.

This year, the worship planning team would like to 
know from you whether you would be more likely to 
attend an Ash Wednesday worship service held on a 
Wednesday morning or a Wednesday evening.  If you 
have a preference, please advise worship committee 
members Alice Graham or Ralph Kalbus, Pastor 
Joanne Whitt or offi ce administrator Joanna Magee.   

(*This year, Ash Wednesday is on March 6th.)

This photo does not do justice to the captivating virtuosity of our guest 
bell ringer, Carol Smith, of Walnut Creek, who has been ringing for 
over 30 years. We hope she comes back again!

Daniel Canosa leads a chamber ensemble and choir in their program, 
"O Magnum Mysterium," a collection of 4 different renditions of 
the traditional setting of the responsorial chant from the Matins of 
Christmas. The music was sublime and the performance stellar.

These are some of the lovely people who attended the annual holiday 
luncheon. Many thanks to Martha Spears and her crew, who put to-
gether a fabulous spread every year. Thanks also, to Robin and Linda, 
aka Firefl y, for their lovely music.

IT HAPPENED HERE IN DECEMBER
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SUNDAY SEMINARS
CHURCH & SOCIETY

WORSHIP

Family Worship Sundays Are For Everyone
On family worship Sundays, the sermon is deliv-
ered on the stairs, with a message that is designed 
to reach everyone, not just little ears. In December, 
Pastor Joanne delivered a message to address the 
over-consumption of the biggest retail sales season— 
Christmas. She read the book, Just Enough and Not 
Too Much, by Kaethe Zemach. We watched a short 
video, and then she created a chart that illustrated 
what happens when we have not enough, enough, 
and too much. Everyone was engaged and contribut-
ed to the discussion. Family Sundays are for everyone! 

Review Disaster Plan February 10th
What is our church's disaster plan? Especially with 
the recent nearby fi res and warnings that we are 
very vulnerable to similar or even worse scenarios, 
but also because we need to be prepared for other 
disasters and have not looked at our disaster plan 
recently, Margaret Melsh, who has been instrumental 
in our planning, will review our disaster plan in detail 
at a Sunday Seminar February 10th.

A Sanctuary/Accompaniment Team Is Forming
After Ashley Reid's description of the Marin Interfaith 
Accompaniment Network on January 6th and explana-
tion of how we might join and be involved, there was 
a rather vigorous expression of interest in proceeding. 
So an opportunity for further exploration will occur af-
ter worship February 17th. It is not necessary to have 
been at the previous meeting and attendance is not in 
itself a commitment, so all who have any interest in ex-
ploring participation on such a team are invited.
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CHURCH & SOCIETY WOMEN'S RETREAT

2019 Women's Retreat: Words to Live By
The Rev. Dr. Cornelia Cyss-Carter, Ph.D., will be the fa-
cilitator for our annual Women’s Retreat at the Ralston 
White Retreat Center in Mill Valley, May 3rd – 4th, 2019. 
The theme of the retreat will be Words To Live By.

Pastor Cornelia’s history with our congregation goes 
back over twenty years: she was a seminary intern 
during the 1997-98 academic year, assisting Robin 
Robinson with providing care for older adults.  After 
Robin retired, Cornelia served as Coordinator of 
Older Adult Ministries from August 1999 through 
June 2004. During that time, she completed her 
Ph.D. in Biblical Studies at the Graduate Theological 
Union in Berkeley.

In 2004 and 2005, Cornelia served for fourteen months 
as Interim Associate Pastor at Community Presbyterian 
Church in Vallejo.  Since June 2006, she has been 
Pastor at Tomales Presbyterian Church in Tomales, 
Marin County, and Two Rock Presbyterian Church, west 
of Petaluma, Sonoma County. Her interests include 
Biblical studies and Biblical interpretation, spiritual life 
and growth, and congregational care and nurture.

In April 2015, Cornelia married our own Presbyterian 
Elder Carl Carter. Carl and Cornelia live in Petaluma. 
Together, they have four grown children and one 
granddaughter, Liesel.

Our time in May with Cornelia at Ralston White will 
be richly rewarding.

Further details and registration forms will be pub-
lished in March.

What is the Green New Deal?
We’re fi ghting for a just transition to 100% renewable 
energy within 12 years — the time frame set by the 
world’s leading climate scientists.
 

The main goals include: 
• dramatically expand existing renewable power 
sources and deploy new production capacity with 
the goal of meeting 100% of national power demand 
through renewable sources; 
• building a national, energy-effi cient, “smart” grid;
• upgrading every residential and industrial build-
ing for state-of-the-art energy effi ciency, comfort 
and safety; 
• eliminating greenhouse gas emissions from the 
manufacturing, agricultural and other industries, 
including by investing in local-scale agriculture in 
communities across the country;
• eliminating greenhouse gas emissions from, re-
pairing and improving transportation and other in-
frastructure, and upgrading water infrastructure to 
ensure universal access to clean water;
• funding massive investment in the drawdown of 
greenhouse gases; 
• making “green” technology, industry, expertise, 
products and services a major export of the United 
States, with the aim of becoming the undisputed in-
ternational leader in helping other countries transi-
tion to completely greenhouse gas neutral econo-
mies and bringing about a global Green New Deal.

The scope of the project presents a historic opportu-
nity to virtually eliminate poverty in the United States 
and to make prosperity, wealth and economic securi-
ty available to everyone participating in the transfor-

The following story can be found online at 
https://www.sunrisemovement.org/gnd-strategy. It is a very good ex-
planation of  what the Green New Deal is about. Check it out:

Continued on Page 8
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WORSHIP
mation. To make sure this happens, the Green New 
Deal specifi cally aims to:
• provide all members of our society, across all re-
gions and all communities, the opportunity, training 
and education to be a full and equal participant in 
the transition, including through a job guarantee 
program to assure a living wage job to every person 
who wants one; 
• diversify local and regional economies, with a par-
ticular focus on communities where the fossil fuel 
industry holds signifi cant control over the labor 
market, to ensure workers have the necessary tools, 
opportunities, and economic assistance to succeed 
during the energy transition; 
• require strong enforcement of labor, workplace 
safety, and wage standards that recognize the rights 
of workers to organize and unionize free of coercion, 
intimidation, and harassment, and creation of mean-
ingful, quality, career employment;
• ensure a ‘just transition’ for all workers, low-income 
communities, communities of color, indigenous com-
munities, rural and urban communities and the front-
line communities most affected by climate change, 
pollution and other environmental harm including 
by ensuring that local implementation of the transi-
tion is led from the community level and by prioritiz-
ing solutions that end the harms faced by front-line 
communities from climate change and environmen-
tal pollution; 
• protect and enforce sovereign rights and land 
rights of tribal nations;
• mitigate deeply entrenched racial, regional and 
gender-based inequalities in income and wealth (in-
cluding, without limitation, ensuring that federal and 
other investment will be equitably distributed to his-
torically impoverished, low income, deindustrialized 
or other marginalized communities in such a way 
that builds wealth and ownership at the community 
level); 
• include additional measures such as basic income 
programs, universal health care programs and any 
others as the select committee may deem appropri-
ate to promote economic security, labor market fl ex-
ibility and entrepreneurism; and
• deeply involve national and local labor unions to 
take a leadership role in the process of job training 
and worker deployment.  

Continued from Page 6

      

Worship in February 2019

February 2      The Meeting of the Presbytery of the Redwoods

Saturday, 10:00am  Communion

          “Big Momma Makes the World: Refl ections on the 

          Stewardship of Creation”

          Genesis 1:1-31

          The Big Momma Choral Reading Squad 

February 3      Communion 

          1 Corinthians 13:1-13

          The Rev. Scott Clark, Dean of Students and Chaplain, 

          San Francisco Theological Seminary, preaching

February 10     Annual Congregational Meeting 

          “Let Down Your Nets”

          Luke 5:1-11

          The Rev. Dr. Joanne Whitt, preaching

February 17     Family Sunday

          “In Search of Happiness”

          Luke 6:17-26

          The Rev. Dr. Joanne Whitt, preaching

February 24     “Do Unto Others”

          Luke 6:27-38

          The Rev. Dr. Joanne Whitt, preaching

"The Universe," from Camille Flammarion's 1888 book L'atmosphère: mé-
téorologie populaire. Caption reads:"Whether the sky be clear or cloudy, it 
always seems to us to have the shape of an elliptic arch; far from having 
the form of a circular arch, it always seems fl attened and depressed above 
our heads, and gradually to become farther removed toward the horizon... A 
naïve missionary of the Middle Ages even tells us that, in one of his voyages 
in search of the terrestrial paradise, he reached the horizon where the earth 
and the heavens met, and that he discovered a certain point where they were 
not joined together, and where, by stooping his shoulders, he passed under 
the roof of the heavens." (Excerpted.)
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the vegetables our parents made us eat.  Rather, it is a time when we pay 
special attention to who we are and whose we are, a 10 percent tithe of 
the year (40 days out of 365) when we focus on what it means to us, our 
relationships, our lives and the world that God has claimed us as God’s 
beloveds.  

This Lent, our Sunday sermons will dive deeply into the Lord’s Prayer, 
the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples, saying, “Pray in this way.”  
We’ll include a number of versions of the Lord’s Prayer in worship.  We’ll 
also pray other well known and lesser-known prayers that have shaped 
generations or that speak to us today.  The hope is that all these prayers 
will help us to listen for and to the One who calls us “beloved,” because 
that is the purpose of prayer.  As Henri Nouwen wrote, to pray “is to 
constantly go back to the truth of who we are and claim it for ourselves.  
I’m not what I do.  I’m what people say about me.  I’m not what I have.  
Although there is nothing wrong with success, there is nothing wrong 
with popularity, there is nothing wrong with being powerful, fi nally my 
spiritual identity is not rooted in the world, the things the world gives 
me. My life is rooted in my spiritual identity. Whatever we do, we have 
to go back regularly to that place of core identity” as God’s beloveds.

We begin Lent on Ash Wednesday, March 6.  Please participate in the 
poll, which appears on page 4 in this newsletter: Would you be more 
likely to attend an Ash Wednesday service scheduled fi rst thing in the 
morning (say, 7:30 or 8:00 a.m.), after dinner (say, 7:30  p.m.), or would 
you not attend an Ash Wednesday service, regardless of what time it 
was scheduled?

I look forward to praying with you.

Together we serve,

Joanne

Tuesday Street Chaplaincy Dinners Serving it up for the Holidays
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A Prayer for GraceA Prayer for Grace

The ageless mountains are full of your glory
the vast seas swell with your might

the shining skies expand beyond our imagining
so we pause to praise

we wait in wonder
we listen to learn

of the mountain glory within us
of the sea force in our veins

of love’s shining infi nity.
Grant us the grace, O God,

to serve this inner universe of soul among us.

~from Praying With the Earth: A Prayerbook for Peace, by John Philip Newell.


